Joel S. Coffin, QOutstanding Railway
Supply Trade Executive, Dies

Rtgardzd as one of the industr}rrs progressive and constructive
leaders, he exercised an important influence on the
development of the modern steam locomotive

OEL STEPHEN COFFIN,
Ju: Jee Cofhn, as he was

more familiarly know in the
Ermbway world, died st Minem
Beich. Fla.. on Monday, March
1. He wag wdentifed '.l.il'l'. 1Eui
ealway an |,| railway 1.||||..-. Tns-
ppead (hroughot his entire busi-
Speas life an I|r>r the past quarfer
geitiiry has been regarded one
of the most progressive and con
ftructive leaders in the railway
upply industry. The group of
pompanics with which he was
gssociated have specialized larpe-
W upon the steam locomotive
mdl it= appuricnances, and || 18
noe |||.- |1|H|| to say that these

paricu [ r||| Es, |||r| ||;-_-f:
llh'lr Selivitied 1 e ‘\-i.‘"llx.ll ti il
the development of new designs

and deviees, |- well 4 their pri
motion a0 - hawe
ﬂa'.r.l] a I'.'|.|I g part in the re-
MarEz e lJL"l.:l.l sment  af  the
Emodern steam locomotive, Mr
Coffin had the ahility to sur
pound limself with strong ex-
Butives and engineering  ex-
perts of unosual ability

Mr, Coffrn was bomn in 186]
i Wales Township, 5t Clar

logl Steghen

Countv, Mich,, and his b whood was spent 10 Elm Hall,
Blich. His father was born in New Hampsire, his
drcbonrs being among the early settlers of Nantucket
dsbmd. His mother was born in Mihigan, At 1B

g of age Mr, Coffin became a pachinist apprentice

the shops of the Chicago & West Michigan Railroad
W Muskegon, Mich, He left that cccupation, apparentiy
before | l.'-..l-'lu"ll"|l'l| his app rll..-.l.'-hl|- i arder 1o be-
e a locomaotive '.|1. mn and then g locomolive en-
pineer on the same road. In 18335 he enmtered the zerv-
gt of the Wisconsin Centrol Railroad az a locomotive
spineer, ond in 18390 was promoted to road foreman
il enpines on that road

Became Associated with Supply Industry in 1892
In 1892 Mr. Coffin cntersd] the employ of the Galena

Slgmal Ol L'r.mT-:LLL:.'_ as & member of its mechanical
II].I'E'I'E staff. He was advanced to “'I: position of man

£ i -‘u department in 1?' I:‘I and in 1907 was elected
ge-president of the company., He resigned m 150
o becomie a vico-press -Ir'1.' af the American Brake Shoe

& Foundry Company, with headquarters in New York
Meanwhile, in 1902, while with Galena Company, he,
ith Samuel G Allen, who has been associated with

3

him ever since, organiced the
Franklin Railwsy Supply Com-
pany. In 1910, while with the
ﬁmamn HTIII:E Shoe & :hw#-
dry Company, be organized the
American Arch Company., He
:Inu fonk np active part i the
neut of the rlrnnmliw
Sufcr ter Company,
1911 he res) ln.'l from the
American Brake Shoe & Foun-
dry Company, to dévote his en-
ﬁz ftme tu}‘;h: Frankln Rail-
way Supply Company, the
American Arnch Company, the
Locomotive Superheaier Com-
ny, and other companies
wiich later became associated
with these organizations. In
1916 he became chairman of the
boarid of the Lima Locomotive
Waorks, Inc.

At the tme of hiz death Mr.
Coffiin was clharman of the
hoard of the Amencan Arch
Cum]:unr the Franklin Railway
Supply Company and the Lima
Locomotive Works, Inc. He
wns chalrman of I.'I‘I\: Executive
committes of the Superheater
Eﬂmgm\:f and a director of the
American Brake Shoe & Foun-
dry Company, the G, M. Basford Company, the Toco-
motive Feedwater Heater Company, Rome Iron Milis,
Ine,. the '-,.| |||L|| Momofacturing Company, and other

FEniEaiHIn

Took Keen Intarest in Civic Affairs

Mr. Coffin took great pride in retamming his member-
ship in the F'.rmlurrhmu! of Locomotive Engmnecrs, He
lew |.| in Kl rurl M, _l amnid t{il'lk i keen interest
civie affaits, He is survived by his widow, Mrs. Har-
riet Delilah Coffin, and two sond, Charles Willinm Flayd
Coffin, vice-president of the Franklin Railway Supply
l CANpALLY, Atk i Joel Stephen Coffin, president of the j‘fﬂ

‘offin, Jr., Company,

affim

Tur 195 Roanwav-Renmanpiration and oguipmeot-tasilding
af dhe Losdon, Mifland & Scottish of Geeat Hritaén
comenplates an expenditure of approsimately 346,000,000 ac-
cording o s recent amndtmoement i T. R, Tester, general traf-
fie maaiger, Associated Hrrisib Haﬂwa‘:r. Iz, Wew York, The
progeam inclmies the comssroction or sebislding of 287 lecome-
tives, 68 pansenger e, 10050 freight cars and two steamships ;
lsn track and rondwsy work will be carried out oo 600 mi of
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